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Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 31st July 2019 at 12 noon.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Micheál Carrigy, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 

Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell, Gerard Hagan, Martin Monaghan, Colm Murray, Garry Murtagh, 
Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Gerry Warnock.
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.

Minister Kevin Moran, Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform with special responsibility for the Office of Public Works and Flood Relief. 




Deputy Willie Penrose.
APOLOGY:


Councillor Joe Flaherty.





Deputy Robert Troy.





Deputy Peter Burke.



MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee
TEMPORARY CLOSURE BY ESB OF THE LANESBORO POWER PLANT AND
ASSOCIATED ANNOUNCEMENT BY BORD NA MONA.

The Cathaoirleach stated he convened today’s Special Meeting of Longford County Council following the announcement by Bord na Mona that as a direct result of the shutdown of the Lanesboro Power Station it was forced into making a decision to lay-off a large number of workers including 78 seasonal workers and 72 permanent staff.
The Power Station was closed on Friday, July 5, by the ESB after the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) initiated legal proceedings because it deemed the temperature of the cooling water – being discharged from the facility into the river – to be too high.

Councillor Carrigy stated that the main focus is on local employees who have lost their jobs – many of whom have 30 and 40 years of service with Bord na Móna.
The members of the Council and the Oireachtas members expressed serious concerns regarding the events of the previous weeks and reiterated the Cathaoirleach’s concerns regarding the future of jobs in the area.  All present also expressed solidarity with the workers whose jobs are at risk.
It was noted that the Cathaoirleach and the Longford/Westmeath Members of the Oireachtas are meeting Mr. Richard Bruton, T.D., Minister of Communications, Climate Action & Environment later today in Tullamore regarding this issue.  The Cathaoirleach assured the members that he will highlight the concerns raised at today’s meeting with Minister Bruton and will seek clarity regarding the future of Bord na Mona and the ESB Power Station in Lanesboro. 

P. Mahon stated that he has requested a meeting with Bord na Mona and the ESB regarding the ongoing situation.  A meeting has been arranged with officials from Bord na Mona on the 1st August when it is hoped that an update will be provided.  

This concluded the business of the meeting.

[image: image1.png]AN LON

Combhairle Chontae An Longfowt
L ongford County Council

IR

CONNEGTED

People - Place - Opportunity

©)




Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

11th September 2019.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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